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Predator Tracker™ v9.0 — What’s New

Latest features and benefits in v9.0

Before Installing v9.0

Predator Tracker v9.0 requires Windows 2000, XP, 2003 Server, 2008 Server or Vista.
Existing customers that have older versions of Windows such as Windows 95, 98, ME or
NT v4.0 must upgrade Windows prior to installing v9.0 of Predator Tracker.

Existing Tracker customers should backup the database prior to upgrading. Predator
Tracker Administrator v9.0 will upgrade the database automatically from older v1.x, v2.x,
v3.x, v7.x or v8.x versions to v9.0. After the database has been upgrade to v9.0 older
versions of Predator Tracker will not be able to use the database.

Microsoft Internet Explorer v5.x or later and the Microsoft .NET Framework 2.0 is
required to be installed before installing Predator Tracker v9.0.

Why v9.0?

By design, the primary goal of this release is to improve day to day tool and gage crib
productivity such as improved Check In and Check Out processes. Along the way
support for Microsoft SQL Server 2008 and Windows 2008 Server have been added.
Details of what's new are explained throughout this document and within the online help.

Installing v9.0

A new Install Wizard has been developed for v9. It is based on a single .MSI image and
.CAB files have been eliminated. If you are running Windows 98, ME or NT v4.0 you
must upgrade to Windows 2000, XP, 2003 Server or Vista prior to installing v9.0 of
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Network Installations of v9.0

By committing to store the product installation on a server, users will enjoy automatic healing
of all critical files upon running Predator Tracker. For example, suppose a user accidentally
deletes ptracker.exe. Under normal circumstances he would be down and the software would
fail to run. With v9.0 when the user double clicks the desktop shortcut all critical files are
checked and if necessary restored from the network server and the software begins to run
automatically.

The easiest way to perform a network installation is to step through the following:
1. Copy the contents of the CD to a \predator cd images\CD40\ or similar directory.
2. Run the setuptracker.exe from the CD40 directory.

NOTE: Should any automatic healing be necessary, Predator Tracker will be able to
automatically extract the necessary files from the appropriate files stored in the CD40
directory. If you install from a CD, Predator Tracker will be forced to prompt for the CD.

What’s New in v9.0?

New! Microsoft Windows 2008 Server Support
Support for Microsoft Windows 2008 Server has been added with v9.0 of Predator Tracker.

New! Microsoft SQL Server 2008 Support
Support for Microsoft SQL Server 2008 has been added with v9.0 of Predator Tracker.

New! Predator PDM Compatibility
Support for Predator PDM v9 has been added with v9.0 of Predator Tracker.

New! Import Errors Report

A new Errors report has been added to the Import wizard within v9.0 of Predator Tracker.
This report will provide a list of all the import errors that Predator Tracker identifies. This
reduces the trial an error process when cleaning up bad csv files.

New! Remember Password

A new Remember Password option has been added to v9.0 of Predator Tracker. Enabling
this option will automatically logon the user to Predator Tracker. The password is stored in a
secure manor per Windows user.

New! User Object within Tracker APls

A new user object has been added to v9.0 of Predator Tracker API to allow Predator users to
be created, edited and deleted. These new methods can provide a more robust integration
with ERP, MES and other business systems.
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New! LastLogon API

A new lastlogon API has been added which requires the Remember Password option be
enabled. The advantage of this method is that database and user credentials are not visible
within a vbscript, VBA macro, windows script or jscript.

New! Check In Options

New options for check in have been added. Departments, locations, groups, machines,
users, travelers, jobs, part types, parts and operations can now be specified as required or
optional during a check in. This provides increased accuracy when tracking usage and
consumption. In addition, a new Filter by Check Out option can be specified within the check
in dialog. This option limits components by honoring the pulldowns for department, location,
group, machine, user, traveler, job, part type, part and operation to match those that have
been checked out.
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New! Check Out Options

A new part filter option can be specified within the check out dialog. This option limits the
available components to those with a matching part reference. In addition a traveler and/or
operation can be specified during each check out and configured to be required or optional.

New! Check Out Reports

10 new integrated check out reports have been added with grouping by department, location,
group, user, job, traveler, part type, part and operation. These new check out reports
eliminates the individual check out tool, cutter, insert, gage and kit reports. Should individual
components be desired then use the appropriate filtering options. An extensive number of
filtering options is included.

New! Import Gage Calibration and Tool Rework Information
Gage calibration and tool rework information can now be imported and updated.
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Improved! Check In/Out Options
The previous Check Out Options dialog within the Options menu has been renamed to Check
In/Out Options. This dialog can configure both the Check In and Check Out requirements.
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Improved! View Tools

View tools has been improved with additional columns and new right mouse shortcuts
including Material References, Part References, Rework Information, Rework Operation
Definitions and Vendor Information. Searching has also been improved. These new
shortcuts simplify day to day operation.

Improved! View Cutters

View cutters has been improved with additional columns and new right mouse shortcuts
including Current Inventory Quantities, Material References, Part References and Vendor
Information. Searching has also been improved. These new shortcuts simplify day to day
operation.

Improved! View Inserts

View inserts has been improved with additional columns and new right mouse shortcuts
including Current Inventory Quantities, Material References, Part References and Vendor
Information. Searching has also been improved. These new shortcuts simplify day to day
operation.

Improved! View Gages

View gages has been improved with additional columns and new right mouse shortcuts
including Material References, Part References, Calibration Information, Calibration
Operation Definitions, Vendor Information, Reference Dimensions and Serial Number List.
Searching has also been improved. These new shortcuts simplify day to day operation.

Improved! View Kits

View Kits has been improved with additional columns and new right mouse shortcuts
including Material References and Part References. Searching has also been improved.
These changes simplify day to day operation.
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Improved! Rework and Calibration Queue
Both the rework and calibration queue dialogs are now resizable. Columns widths and other
preferences are now automatically saved.

A new dynamic search feature has been added to Rework Queue and Calibration Queue.
Searching defaults to the tool or gage number field. By clicking any field, Predator
automatically sorts the components and changes the search field. The search field is
dynamic with each keystroke so as soon as a match is found the component is automatically
highlighted. Within the search field the following special characters can be used * for
wildcards, > for greater than, < for less than, >= for greater than or equal, and finally <= for
less than or equal. For example, typing ST will automatically jump to the first component that
starts with an ST including STAR, STARRET etc. If you typed *ST then the following
components will be found 1000ST, 41ST etc. The greater than and less than special
characters require numeric or date fields.

Improved! Check In and Check Out
Both the check in and check out wizards have been improved to automatically save the
columns widths. In addition the following new shortcut keys have been added:

ALT+D for department
ALT+L for location
ALT+G for group
ALT+M for machine
ALT+U for user
ALT+J for job
ALT+R for traveler
ALT+T for part type
ALT+P for part
ALT+O for operation
ALT+Z to undo the last item

The new shortcut keys can be programmed into bar code guns to simplify the check in and
check out procedure.

A new dynamic search feature has been added to check in and check out. Searching
defaults to the component number. By clicking any field, Predator automatically sorts the
components and changes the search field. The search field is dynamic with each keystroke
so as soon as a match is found the component is automatically highlighted. Within the
search field the following special characters can be used * for wildcards, > for greater than, <
for less than, >= for greater than or equal, and finally <= for less than or equal. For example,
typing ST will automatically jump to the first component that starts with an ST including
STAR, STARRET etc. If you typed *ST then the following components will be found 1000ST,
41ST etc. The greater than and less than special characters require numeric or date fields.

Improved! Assemble and Disassemble Kits
The assemble and disassemble kit wizards support an optional custom date. The default is
today’s date.
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Improved! Importing

Importing CSV files has been improved to automatically create new components or update
existing components with new details. New checkbox options have been added to ignore
errors and to display an error report. The ignore errors option can be used when the csv file
contains known errors that you don’t want to fix and you wish to force the import to continue
with the remaining good data. The error report allows you to quickly fix a number of errors
within a csv file prior to importing the csv file.
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Improved! Gage Calibration Due Report

The Gage Calibration Due report has been improved with a new date option. This new
option allows you to review gages that are due to expire in the future. By default today’s
date is used.

Improved! Tool Rework Due Report

The Tool Rework Due report has been improved with a new date option. This new option
allows you to review tools that are due for rework in the future. By default today’s date is
used.

Improved! Partial Purchase Requests
Partial receives with purchase requests support typing specific quantities vs. requiring
clicking the Receive All button.

Improved! Importing Tool and Gage Serial Numbers
Importing tool and gage serial numbers have been improved to support additional details
and different statuses including checked out.

Improved! Check In and Check Out Tracker APIs

Check In and Check Out APIs have been improved in v9.0 of Predator Tracker API to simplify
integration with vending machines and vending drawers. These new methods can provide a
more robust integration with ERP, MES and other business systems.

Predator Tracker — What's New

Latest features and benefits of v9.0



Improved! Purchase Requests
All references to purchase orders have been replaced with purchase requests.

Improved! Maximum Quantity
New and Edit wizards for tools, cutters, inserts, gages and kits have been improved with
additional error handling for maximum quantity.

Improved! Predator CNC Editor Enterprise Compatibility
Support for Predator CNC Editor Enterprise v9 has been improved with v9.0 of Predator
Tracker.

Improved! Predator DNC Compatibility
Support for Predator DNC v9 has been improved with v9.0 of Predator Tracker.

Improved! Predator MDC Compatibility
Support for Predator MDC v9 has been improved with v9.0 of Predator Tracker.

Improved! Predator Travelers Compatibility
Support for Predator Travelers v9 has been improved with v9.0 of Predator Tracker.

Improved! Predator Virtual CNC Compatibility
Support for Predator Virtual CNC v9 has been improved with v9.0 of Predator Tracker.

Improved! HTML based Online Help
Updated online help expands several topics with new details.

Bug Fix! Check Out Shortcuts
Within the Check Out dialog fixed a bug with ALT+M and others when the field was not
enabled.

For the latest on Predator Tracker, check our web site at
http://www.predator-software.com
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